
 
 
January 18, 2020 
   
Dear Parents, Guardians and Staff:  
 
The Northfield Police Department has informed District 29 officials that a felony arrest warrant has been issued for Mr. 
David Garcia-Espinal, an employee of two separate private vendors that provide services for District 29. Mr. Garcia-
Espinal had been assigned to Sunset Ridge School since August 2016; he never worked at Middlefork School. Both 
vendors provided separate independent criminal background checks for Mr. Garcia-Espinal before he was assigned to 
District 29 and neither showed evidence of any criminal activity. 
 
As I have previously informed the school community, after school on January 14, a staff member reported to school and 
district officials the discovery of a hidden camera located in a trashcan of a staff bathroom at Sunset Ridge School. 
District officials immediately contacted the Northfield Police Department, who inspected the trashcan and located a 
cellphone taped to the inside that appeared to be recording video through a small hole. The Police collected the cellphone 
and other evidence for processing, and also inspected all of the restrooms and locker rooms at both our schools and found 
nothing else suspicious.   
 
Police then reviewed the footage from Sunset Ridge’s internal video camera system, which identified Mr. Garcia-Espinal 
as a potential suspect. Although the police immediately attempted to locate and question him at Sunset Ridge School, Mr. 
Garcia-Espinal had left the property prior to his being identified as a suspect. The District immediately deactivated his 
electronic access to our buildings. We contacted both of his employers to inform them of the situation and terminate his 
association with Sunset Ridge.  
 
We have heard from both parents and students that there have been circumstances where some students have used the staff 
bathroom. Yesterday, Sunset Ridge Principal Dr. Sukenik met with Sunset Ridge students in grade-level groups (6th, 7th, 
and 8th grades only) to address their questions and concerns in an age-appropriate manner. We encourage parents of 
Sunset Ridge students to follow-up and discuss this matter with your child. 
 
Mental health staff from our crisis response team were and will continue to be available throughout next week to support 
Sunset Ridge students that express concern and/or anxiety about the situation. Private counselors have been and will 
continue to be available at Sunset Ridge to support our staff, as well.  
 
The police investigation is ongoing. We are cooperating fully with their investigation and will keep you updated as we 
learn any new information that is important to share. 
 
We understand that this news is concerning. Please know the safety and security of our students, staff, and schools is of 
the utmost importance. As always, we thank you for your support and partnership.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Edward J. Stange, Superintendent  


